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Improvement of Marketing Ouality of Black Gram Seed Through The
High Seed Quality of Black Gram for Export Promotion Project.

Abstract

More Than 90 % of total black gram production of Thailand has been exported which was equivalent to
the value of more than 600 million baht arnually. Of the total export, 80 % has been directed to Japan which was
used as tean sprout for daily consumption. In the past decado, export Quantity to Japan has been gradually reduced
and this reduced amount has been replaced by Japan increasing import from Hyanmar and People Democrat Republic
of China. The phenomenon was due to fungus contamination on black gram seeds from Thailand which, when
subjectted to sprouting processes, resulter in sprout rots. To maintain high market share of black gram in Japan,
improvements to increase marketing quality, of black gram seeds is a must. Studies have been conducted to allviace
the constraints to Black gram seed quality. The studies include 1) the use of early cultivar to avoid fungus contami-
nation, 2) the application of certain chemicals to increase seed vigor and 3) re-dosignation of planting date/season
to avoid harvesting during the period of high moisture/humidity.
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