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Abstract

The spatial and chronological agro—ecological zonation is a key tool used to. achieve the main objectives
attributed to the initial diagnostic phase of the so-called Development Oriented Research on Agrarian Systems
{DORAS) approach, which are:

— to identify and prioritize factors and conditions (bio—physical as well as social and economic ones)
which are determining the choice and the evolution of the various types of family—based Agricultural Production
Systems (APS) in the studied area.

— and to understand how these factors and conditions are actually involved in the recent and current
agro—technical transformations. of the local regional agricultural system (AS) landscapes which are revealing the
extend of the socio—economic differentiation process among its APS.

‘ Establishing such a diagnosis is not only a matter of indentifying constraints and potentialities for each
homogeneous zone of the As. At the end of the diagnosis, one should also be able to explain how to intervene on
these different key factors and conditions in order to steer the agricultural development process in a more sustain-
able and less unequal way. Understanding the dynamics of aqroecosystems landscapes is essential.

This paper Presents the results of such a work carried out in 1991 in Western Thailand by on inter-
disciplinary team of researchers dominated by remote sensing and social science speciolists.
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LAND USE MAP 1989
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LAND USE CHANGE MAP 1970 -1979
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LAND USE CHANGE MAP 1979-1989
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