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Agricultural Sustainability
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Abstract

Sustainability means different things to different people. This paper reviews various meanings
of sustainability in agriculture and in other related areas. A model is given for an agricultural system
which is sustainable. The sustainability of a system is measured or determined by considering time
dimension, system properties (i.e.. productivity, stability, and equitability). In addition, consideration
should be given to social component of the system, such as autonomy and solidarity. Concept of
hierarchy should also be included when considering sustainability. For example, a cropping system
concerns matters at household level up to global level.
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