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Technology transfer and development of low income farmers using
group process : case of a group of pineapple growers at Ban Charoenchai, Changwat Nong Kai
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Abstract

The method used to help low-income farmers in accepting technology transfer is group process
which creates the experience of learning together and participating in-decision making. This method
uses the bottom up approach which should be effective in getting farmers to be self-sufficient. Steps
involved in the group process are: 1) find target person using the principle of community analysis;
2) problem analysis; 3) group problems and requirements into categories; 4} analysis of possibility
of requirements and then stimulate the target people to participate in discussion which aims to sa-
tisfy their own needs; 5) transfer individual technology; and 6) technology management.

The group of pineapple growers was chosen because there has already been an analysis of
possibility of farmers demand. Pineapple can bring higher income than dry season rice crop because
of the high yield of pineapple, its good price and stable market demand. It is therefore possible to
stimulate the target group so that their needs can be met. However there are still a number of
limitations in the development of low-income farmers. The group process is an approach which can
help achieve this. In this group process there must be staff from outside organization who can sti-
mulate farmers in learning and solving the problem themselves. Staff must be involved in all steps:
1) group preparation, 2) learning stage, and 3) group activities.
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