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Abstract

The pres€nt production of soybean cannot fulfil the demand in the country. It is decided
to extend the soybean production to new growing areas, especially in ifigated areas where soybean
can be grown during the dry season. The extension experiments were carried out in several regions
in the country. It was found that at the end of the 1987/88 gowing season, 78.6 per cenl of farmers
involved in the experiments were interested in continuing the soybean production in the following
year. Only farmers in the West and Central regions did not accept the soybean production pro-
gramm€ because they could not obtain good yields. In contrast, farmers in the Northeast region
could get relatively high yield (214 kghai). lt was found that soybean yields depend on a number
of factors: l) planting time - if soybean was planted later than January, floweres would not be
Iertilizedl'2) planting method - the recomm€nded method of dropping seeds into ce stubbles was
not accepted by farmers;3) seeding rate - farmers have used higher seeding rate because they broad-
cast the seeds which make it difficult to control weeds and hence poor yields; 4) soybean pests - far-
m€rs did not realize that s€veral catepillars are pests resulting in deformed seeds and rats can be
serious pest when soybean is grown in paddy areas.

The future extension programme for soybean production should include: l) increase th€
soybean seed production;2) coordinate with Department of Irrigation to provide appropiate water
during the growing season; 3) promote the use of equipments that farmers can acquire; 4) promote
private sector to provide rhizobium culture which is necessary for new growing area; and 5) promote
the consumptioo of soybean at farmer level.
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