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Abstract

This paper describcs changes in methods of producing iblackgram by farmers with the aim
to increase yi€ld and quality of blackgram. The methods include cultivation techniques, crop hus-
bandry, harvesting, drying, and techniques for removing seeds from pods, all of which can minimise
incidence of sced-borne fungus discasc called Macrcphomina phasiolina It was found that having 3
plants per mound with the spacing of 50 x 20 cm gave higher yields than having 1-2 plants per
mound. However, with l-2 plants per mound, the incidence of fungus disease was reduced. There
is a relationship betwecn yields, incidence of fungus disease, and time of planting. For example,
when blackgram was planted in early to mid August. the yield increased but the incidence of fun-
gus disease also rose. Similarly, when planting was delayed the yield as well as the fungus disease
incidcncc dccreased. The method of drying using canvas was found the best among other methods.
Fewer incidence of fungus disease was found in the Uthong cultivar than in the native cultivar. The
practice of mixing the seeds with fungicides also reduces the fungus disease incidence. When seeds
are planted in rows according to the government advice, the disease incidence was smaller than when
the broadcast method was used. The opinion of farmers who came to the field day ras encouraging
since they are interested in improving their methods of producing blackgram.
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