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Preliminary testing of village water resource management
for integrated farming at Changwat Chaiyaphum, NERAD Project
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Abstract

One of the objectives of NERAD Project is to help farmers in rainfed areas to improve
their agricultural production and hence their income. Integrated farming approach has been used to
help farmers to achieve such goal. In many areas of the Northeast, Thailand, water resource deve-
lopment relies on small scale rather than large scale operations. A case study was conducted in
Changwat Chaiyaphum, where a village public water reservoir, called Nong Kumtai, has been deve-
loped by Department of Land Development. Nong Kumtai covers an area of 8 rai and is located in
Ban Tat, Tambon Tat Thong, Amphoe Phu Khieo, Changwat Chaiyaphum. The integrated farming
activities introduced are fish farming and pig raising on fish pond. fish can feed on pig manure.
Village community has to take part and share responsibility in looking after the whole operation.

It was found that villagers can benefit from the introduced activities. Net income from fish
totaled 78,278 baht. Pigs did not yield as high returns, mainly because of low fertility and conception
rate. Care should be taken to prevent water pollution. There should be a balance between the numbers
of pigs and fish. Finally, this approach of village water resource management helped crate sense of
unity in the community.
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