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Abstract

The Research and Development of Farming systems Unit at Suphan Buri and researchers
from Farming Systems Research Institute (FSRI) had planned a research project on the role of women
in farming systems at key sites of the On-farm Production Distribution proj€ct at Tambon Nongma-
kamong, Amphoe Dan Chang, Changwat Suphan Buri from the end of 1988. The research project
would last two and a half years. These people had discussed with researchers from Sericulture Research
Institute on the possibility of developing sericulture as an income eaning activities to help improve
the standard of living for farmers. ln addition, such activities would help women to becgme more
involved in developing appropriate farming systems, improve the distribution of labour, reduce risks,
and create jobs so that migration to city can be avoided.

In early 1987, six farmers participated in constructing mulberry orchards, using the hybrid
cultivar from Sericulture Station at Buri Ram. By 1988, only 4 farmers managed to continue since
termite destroyed one orchard and the soil was so shallow that mulberry trees could not survive in
another farm. In June 1988, we build a lon-cost prototype shed for rearing silkworm, using materials
that farmers could obtain themselves. The prorotyp€ I and Il sheds cost 4,fi1o and 8,000 baht, while
the bigger sheds, prototype III and IV cost 12,200 and 14,000 babt, respectively. The latrer were
built in August and September 1988.

The results of the preliminary study on sericulture for five farmers from July to Decembqr
1988 showed that there is a good potential to development sericulture in Amphoe Dan Chang and
other Amphoes nearly. The nel retums average not less than 2,800 bahvmonth. Good mulberry
orchard is essential for the sericulture activity to be successful. Each farmer must have 5-6 rai of
mulbeny orchard which would allow at least 8 harvests in one year and provide for at least two
cartons of silkworms (28,mG30,000 eggvcarton). The success of the preliminary programme has led
to the interest of 56 farmers in the areas who are interested and wish to try sericrilture. We would
assist in providing-stock for mulberry trees.
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