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Strategies in Seeking Cooperation from Farmers in On-farm
Testing of Technologies
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Abstract

This paper presents the strategies and activities in seeking cooperation from farmers in testing
of technologies on-farm, drawing from the expericnces of the Farming Systems Research Project of
Khon Kaen University. Basic criteria in setting strategies and activities are 1) the real interest of
the farmers in participating in technology testing must be generated, 2) the activities must allow the
farmers to express their ideas fully and freely, 3) the cooperative farmers must fully understand the
test technologies and the conditions needed for their success, 4) emphasis should be placed on farmer-
to-farmer transfer of technologies, and 5) evaluation of technologies by farmers must be incorporated
in the process. Based on these criteria, the following stralegies are adopted: 1) providing oppertu-
nities for farmers to see the real cases, 2) conducting activities informally, and 3) making farmers
feel that technology testing is their own work. These strategies were translated into the following
activitics : initial meeting to explain the objective and process of technology testing, preparation of
farmer cooperators by conducting a field tour or by means of presentation and demonstration, moni-
toring of farmer cooperators in conducting the trials and arranging additional specific training as
needed, arranging a field dzy, and organizing a farmer workshop. These activities may appear similar
to those normally used, but differ in the way they are conducted. We have conducted these activities
in 'such away that they satisfy the above criteria and found them quite effective. Guide lines in
conducting these activities are presented in the paper.
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