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Development of integrated farming
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Abstract

One of the objectives of the Northeast Rainfed Agriculture Development Project (NERAD)
is to find ways of improving farmers income using technologies which have been tested and shown
promising potential. Integrated farming activities involve activities which have been modified and in-
tegrated together. These activities include shallow well/deep well digging, transformation of rice fields,
fish in rice paddy and crop/vegetable production in the dry season. There were 36) farmers in Tambon
Nongkaew, Tambon Canyai, Amphoe Muang and Tambon Namuang, Amphoe Selaphum, Changwat
Roi Et participating in the programme. The farm areas included in the study ranged from 1-5 rai
for each farm. The study was carried out from February 1987 to February 1988. It was found that
the average income of farmers was 2,603.75 baht/rai. The activities contributed to this income are
rice production, fish in paddy, and vegetable production at a ratio of 8.24:2.66:1. Vegetables that
constitute the great part of income are water melon and tobacco (turkish varieties). Farmers in Tambon
Namuang had slightly higher income than those in Tambon Nongkaew and Canyai.

When expenditure on materials was deducted from income, the average return was 1,571.24
bahvrai or 3,603.37 baht/farmer. The ratio of activities contributing to this adjusted return is rice
production, fish in paddy, and vegetable and kenaf production at 29.1:3.51:9.36. The adjusted re-
turns from the activities are as foliows: 1,062.70 baht/rai from rice production, 343.02 from kenaf
grown before rice, 128.87 from vegetable production, and 36.65 from fish in paddy.
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