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Abstract

A major problem facing the areas already under cultivation is the seriousness of land degra-
dation due to indiscriminate misuse of agricultural lands, forests and grazing lands. It is, therefore,
imperative that adequate attention be given to a case on the settlement of agricultural graduate in
the remote secondary forest of Thachang Land-Settlement Co-Operative Unit, Surat Thani. With a
license of 20 rai for each unemployed graduate, 10 rai of forest was destroyed for homestead and
rubber cultivation. How can we restore the areas with the slope of 3-8 percent and how can the
young graduate live without big debt in the beginning of their life. Agroforestry may be the right
answer for self sustaining living in that case where another 10 rai of the remain forest has been
tested for agrisylvicultural system in late of October, 1987.

Shading tolerance crops were planted as intercropping with natural trees. One year results
indicated that Theobroma cacao, Parkia speciosa, parkia javanica Merr., Areca catechu Linn., Arto-
carpus heterophyllus, Azadifachta indica, Ceiba pentandra Gaerth. and Ananas comosus (L) Merr,
were crops which adapted quite well for Thachang situation of agroforestry system testing.
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