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Termite mounds in Agro-ecosystem of the Northeast

HaN wgaiu’’

Abstract

Termite mounds are micro-relieves in areas where soil moisture had been sufficient all-year-
round and without salinity effects. They were created by various termite species by mixing of clayey
materials with their excretion and secretion which resulted in more clayey and fertile soil than normal
surrounding soil. The overall physical envitonments attracted farmers to utilize for either crop pro-
duction or shelter construction. However, mythical belief of huanting spirits in some regions has
been a limiting factor for the utilizations. On the hand, the belief also served as conservation mea-
sure of these micro-relieves. Extensive utilization of mound soil is in Sisaket where the mounds had
been excavated to construct growing plots of onion, which is about 60,000 rais in total area and yields
about 200,000 tonnes per year of onion bulb, This indigeneous technology to overcome soil infer-
tility should be investigated, in order to implement any effective supports to increase efficiency of
resource management.
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