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Farmers acceptance of technology of fish in rice paddy
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Abstract

The Northeast Rainfed Agriculture Development Project (NERADY) has development and
introduced the technology of fish in rice paddy to farmers in Tambon Na-ngua, Amphoe Na Wa,
Changwat Nakhon Phanom. Ditches are dug on four sides of paddy field with the width of 80 ¢m
and depth of at least 50 cm. The nursery pond has to be 5 m wide, 8 m long and 1.25 m deep.
The recommended stocking rates of fish were 800-1,200 per rai. It was found that of 55 farmers, 9.09%
followed the recommendation of having ditches on four sides of paddy field, 16.36% had three sides,
16.36% had two sides, 41.81% had only one side. and 16.36% did not have any ditches at ali.
There were 23.63% of farmers who did not have nursery pond. Ditches and ponds were dug using
either machinery or manpower. Fish yield from man-dug ditches with four, three, two one sides,
and no ditches ranged from 19.7, 20.7, 17.1, 13.1, and 7.0 kg/rai, respectively. From machine-dug
ditches, fish yields varied from 54.6, 67.9 and 35.9 kg/rai in three-, two- and one-sided ditches, res-
pectively. Higher fish yield was obtained when farmers had nursery ponds than when they did not
have. With the integration of pig raising on fish pond, fish yield was increased. It was concluded
that paddy with ditches on two sides would be more appropriate for the technology of fish in rice
paddy and more acceptable by farmers.
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