erpping=SYStems‘§pd Res;rigtions,ig»Tbchnglogy Diffusion . .
<. .et Phrae site 1980-81
B. Prommani, D. Supawanta, S. Chareonpong and M. Yotaraksa,
Office of Agricultural Economics, -

Bangkok.

' Summary

In Phrae province farmers are traditionally growing cropping
of rice gollowed by upland crops; e.g. tobacco, soybean and peanut,

under rainfed conditions. Productivity of these systems are quite low

and economically unstable. The low peoductivity mainly associated with

the ineffective utilization of soil moisture periods, upland crops are
frequently suffered water stress toward maturity. As rice remains a
subaistent crop, pror yield and low price of upland crops lead farmers'

condition to debts.

With this background, alternative cropping systems were
proposed and evaluated. The proposed'cropping systems were sweet corn-
. rice-peanut, mungbean-rice-soybean, mungbean-rice-sweet corn and
rice-rice. It was fbuAd that cropping system of sweet corn—rice-peaﬁut
gave the highest return of 2,828 baht/rai, approximately three tones
of the traditional cropping systems. Before transfering sweet corﬂ-

rice-peanut through extention process, a number of constraints should




be studied, e.g. credit availability, labor requirement, marketing
systems and price fluctuation. Above all, farmer's adoption of

improved cropping system should be critically analysed.
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