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UPLAND CROPPING SYSTEMS TESTING
FOR NORTHEAST RAINFED UNDULATING TOPOGRAPHY
V.Limpinuntaua, A.Polfhénee, T,Charoenwatana, A.Patanothai,
A.Jintawet, A.Wilairat, V.Sornwat, K.Boontol and B.Nittayasuth..

Cropping Systems Project, Khon Kaen University.

Summary

Three types of rainfed cropping systems, namely, cassava + legume
intercropping, kenaf - legume double cropping and double cropping of
legumes, were tested for both agronomic and economic performances on the

upland portion of the undulating topography of the Northeast.

Among the.three systems tested, intercropping appeared to be most
promising particularly in term of raising net inc§me/area aithough iﬁtro~
duction of legume in between rows ofAcaSSava seemed to decrease cassava
yield in many cases. Iﬁ general, peanut w-s found to be the most suitable
intercrop. '

The two femaining systems did ﬁot provide satisfactory net income
as a consequence of poor crop per,formaﬁces. For kenaf - legume double
cropping, cutting kenaf approximétely one month earlier than the normal
cutting time strongly decreased kenaf_yield which, in term of net return,
could not be compensated by additional yield of legume raised near the

end of rainy season. Poor show of the double cropping of legumes was
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mainly due to low yield of the sccond crop resulting from poor crop
establishment as well as crop water deficit towards the end of growing

period.

The paper also mentions the possible difficulties which might
arise when extending those propeosed cropping systems to the low - income

farmers of the Northeast.
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