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Upland Rice in Cropping Systems.
Boriboon Somrith

San Pa Thohg Rice experiment station, Chiang Mai.

Summary

Upland rice-based cropping systems are not genefally found to
be practiced by farmers. Mixed planting upland rice with other crops
is observed in northern Thailand while inter-cropping éf upland rice
in coconut and/or rubber plants are found in the South. Results of
researches conducted suggesting that cropping patterns involving upland
rice could be possible by using early maturity crops especially wupland
rice variety. For upland rice, it is also suggested that varietal
improvement should emphasize in combining early maturity with non-
photoperiod sensitivity, vigorous growth in early stage, disease and
insect resistance, and desirabl. grain qualities. Mung, peanut, sOy':an,
corn, sorghum, sesamum, and tobacco are considered field crops to be
sequented in the systems. Some areas in the North where water caﬁ be
supplemented after rainy season may grow wheat, barley, vegetables, and
cutting floﬁers after upland rice. Success of the patterns is not only
dependent on crop varieties, problems on land preparation, planfing
method, fime of planting, pest control, and post harvest management are
also to be solyed. Recommended s&stems should be the cnes that return
the most benefit to farmers - rice for consumption and amount of net

income for other expenses.
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